142                          JEAN SIBELIUS.

Breaking up of the Ice on the Ulea River," in
which the painter of nature speaks again. In
the first months of the new century " Snofrid'"
appeared, in which Sibelius gave life to the-
enchanted atmosphere of Rydberg's poem in music
in an intensified, brilliant and sterling form.

Sibelius was now thirty-four years old. He had
established a unique position in his own country,,
but he was not well known abroad. Excepting for
sporadic performances of small orchestral pieces in
Germany, his work had not been introduced to the
public in the leading musical countries.

Karl Flodin, constantly an interested observer of
the Sibelius phenomenon, describes the position in
his book " Finnish Musicians," published in the
spring of 1900: " Sibelius is not only Finland's first
and, so far, only composer of genius, but the equal,
as regards the great qualities of a composer, of
poets of the highest rank in all countries, who
write in music. It is really high time that Sibelius'
best work should be known beyond the confines of
his own country. Sooner or later this is, indeed,
bound to happen, for whatever is excellent, original
and ingenious must finally burst the bonds imposed
by unfavourable conditions. And genius belongs
to the world . . . The most national of all modern
composers, Grieg, has long since gained the rights
of international citizenship. It should now be
Sibelius' turn."
And Flodin added these words that so acutely